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Ten XVlIl. 9. 


The heart is deceitful . all things, 
and deſperately PE; * can 
lac „ | 


* 0 anden can perform a proper part 
in the ſight of heaven, unleſs the Z 
E On. principles from which he acts are 
ä edi to reaſon and the laws of God. The 
human mind muſt be rightly informed, and 
the affections placed on ſuitable objects previ- 
cus to our exhibiting that temper and conduct 
which are neceſſary to advance us to our pro- 
per happineſs. It is too plain to admit of any 

diſpute, that the felicity of a future ſtate has 

no ſmall dependence on the regularity of the 


mind: and therefore it is of great importance 


that beings, who are placed i in a ſtate of trial in 
order to prepare for that important ſcene of 
action, ſhould have a competent knowledge of 
the heart. But the words of the prophet, 
which are the foundation of the following 
diſcourſe, ſeem (C in the letter of i them) to a 


* eb 1 AT 5 ; 55 HS 905 * 4 ). 1 | fr [ 
mn this necelfiry- knowledge ge of the Nate of 23 
the mind, We will therefore attempt to 


form juſt ſentiments on this 5 in the fol- 
c ſewing manner. 


© In Iu Hs place, "bs will endeavour to 
Nate the ſenſe and meaning of our text, by 
conſulting the drift of the context. 


Secondly, We will further-confirm the ſenſe 
of it by ſhewing | its analogy to other parts of 
N ; ang, its FO. to our moſt 


441 


- Weh Such's ongderalgne will be ſug- 
geſted as may have a rational teridency to di- 
| rect us to a richt application of the ſubject. 


* Hy. We will endeavour! to. ths our 
tert by conſulting i its connection with the con- 
tent. The prophet Jeremiah was employed 
by heaven to attempt the reduction of the 1 

ruelites from idolatry and other enormous 
vices, by the perpetration of which they had 
rendered themſelves uncommonly infamous. 
It would be foreign to our preſent purpoſe to 
enumerate all the inſtances of their miſconduct. 


fin, That they were in general a generation of 
men who had diſcarded all proper allegiance 
- _ to that Being with whom there is no variable- 
: neſs or ſhadow of turning, and placed their de- 
pendance for future preſervation on their fel- 
low mortals, equally frail and imperfect with 
' _ themſelves. Of this we may be fully convinc- 
ed by conſidering the four verſes immediately 
preceding our text, which are thus: Curſed be 
= the man that truſteth in man, and maketh fleſh 
1 bis arm, and whoſe heart departeth from the 
Tord. For he ſhall be like the heath in the 
| deſart, ond ſhall not ſee when good cometh, but 
hall inhabit the parched lands in the wilderneſs, ; 
ma fall land, and not inhabited. Bleſſed is the 
man who trufteth i in the Lord, and whoſe hope = 
the Lord is. For be ſhall be as a tree planted 


r by the waters, and that ſpread: th out ber roots 
by the river, and ſhall not ſee when heat cometh, 

4 - but her leaf ſhall be green, and ſhall not be car- 
2 ul i in the year of drought, neither ſhall ceaſe 
s From yielding fruit. T he words of our text 

1 immediately enſue. The heart is deceitful above 

„ - all things, and deſperately wicked, who can know 

o it? The intent of the prophet ſeems to be 

- plainly this: God Almighty is the moſt ſuit- 

- able ect. for truſt and confidence ; wicked, 


decei 2 


1, 


deceitful man is unworthy of it in manifold 


inſtances. But notwithſtanding this, you irra- 
tional Mraelites act ſuch a ſtrange part as to pre- 

fer the creature to the Creator : theſe your hu- 
man aſſiſtants are deceitful and wicked, and who 
of you can know their hearts or the intent of 


their minds. Although they, for the preſent, 


may appear as men of the ſtricteſt honour and 


integrity, yet you have no proper ſecurity that 


their future deportment ſhall be of a piece with 
their preſent characters. You can have no 
certain intelligence of the true ſtate of their 
minds. This is peculiar to Omniſcience, as 
we find in that divine aſſertion immediately 


| ſucceeding our text. 1 the Lord ſearch the heart, 


I try the reins, even to give to every man ac- 
cording to his ways, and according to the fruit 
of his doings. Which expreſſions naturally ſug- 


, geſt to us theſe ſentiments, That the know- 


ledge of the ſupreme Being is far from being 
confined and contracted as ours: he can diſ- 
cern the moſt latent deſigns of the human 


mind, and at once diſcover the propriety or 
impropriety of thoſe principles which are the 


ſource of human actions, while this diſcovery - J 


falls not within the verge of our power; from 


which v we fairly conclude, that to make . fb 


our 


8 
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„ 7 0 9 
3 4 


"PF 
1 our arm or truſt in deceitful wicked man, whoſe 
- heart cannot be known by us, is equally an 
argument of weakneſs and impiety. 


- | From this brief view of our text as it ſtands 
c | related to the context, we may be exempted 
from the charge of groundleſs interpolation, if 


| we read it thus, the heart of another perſon 7 15 
+ tome deceitful and deſperately wicked, and it is 
beyond my power to obtain ſuchan intelligence 
„ol it as to render it ſafe for me to repoſe there- 
in that confidence, with regard to my future 
. preſervation, which I may do, with the utmoſt 


_ 2 9 755 in the ſupreme Being. 


But that we may have all the moral certain- 
ty that can be obtained in the preſent caſe that 
tdtzsis is, in truth, the ſenſe of our text, we will 
proceed ( as was propoſed in the ſecond place) 
to offer ſome evidences in favour of 'it from 
the united voice of ſcripture and reaſon. It 
will undoubtedly be allowed on all hands, that 
by the heart is intended the nobleſt ingredients 
of the human conſtitution; even thoſe faculties 
woe find we are poſſeſſed of, and by which we 
re enabled to reaſon and reflect, to chooſe or 
3 refuſe ay object Ee to us; and conſe- 
13 quently 


fe 
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quently the knowledge of the heart can intend : 
no other than this; that we are conſcious to 
ourſelves of being poſſeſſed of theſe properties 
and alſo ſenſible of the various motives 
2 induce us to perform our manifold acti- 
ns. Now to aſſert, that we cannot determine 
Nom: bn principles we act, is manifeſtly ab- 
ſurd. Who will undertake to maintain that 
a the religious votary is inſenſible of the motives. 
' which influence him to exhibit his Acts of 
Homage and obedience ? Who can with any 
reaſon pretend that the thief can't aſcertain 
the grounds upon which he bears away his 
neighbour” s ſubſtance? The uncharitable, 
ungenerous perſon, the cauſes of his ſtingy 
inhuman conduct? Or the liar the reaſons 
for which he deviates from the truth ? To 
deny man this power is to admit ſuch degrees 
of human impotency as are directly repugnant 
to common ſenſe. Could man arrive to no. 
competent knowledge of the ſtate of his own _ 
mind, that direction of Solomon muſt be vain 
and 1 impertinent, Keep thy heart with all di- 
 ligence, for out of it are - 6 Mes of life. The 
plain meaning of which is this: Let it be the 


ambition of every one critically to inſpect the 


various paſſions a eden of the human 
mand, 


(9) 


N mind, and endeavour to place them on proper 
Objects, and exert them into action, when con- 


venient opportunity preſents, for hereupon ra- 
5 tional felicity is founded; but it is impoſſibls 
any one can act in this form preſcribed by 


Solomon, without having a competent know=_ 
ledge of his own heart, unleſs we admit that 


a man can have a juſt intelligence of the pro- 
perties of the Soul, and at the ſame time have 
no conception of the ſoul itſelf, which. 1 is ab- 


turd, 


It is a firſt principle, chat the generous pas 


rent of the univerſe, and its inhabitants, ſhould 
be heartily affected and admired by his intel- 


ligent f ſpring ; but if we cannot know our. = 
hearts, then it is impoſſible to determine, whe- 


ther we exhibit this affection or not, and ol 


conſequence we are left at the utmoſt uncer- 
tainty, with reſpect to the diſcharge of an im- 
portant branch, both of natural and revealed 


religion. Again, as we are favoured with 


chriſtianity, it 18 requiſite that we examine the 


evidences advanced for its ſupport ; but this 


can never be effected by us, unleſs the powers 

of the mind be exerted, which is impoſſible | 

unleſs we have ſome knowledge of them: 
B 5 with 


— 


—— — — e — 


6 1 ; | 
with the heart (St. Paul obſerves ) a man ge- 
lieveth unto ri ghteouſneſs 3 but it is difficult to 
conceive how any one can believe with the 
N beart, unleſs he has a knowledge of it. 


on 


| Theſe are ſome of the many reaſons, that 


might be aſſigned, to evince the propriety of 
not receiving our text as containing any ſuch 
doctrine as this, that no perſon can know his 
own heart; whereas there is no manner of 


impropriety in ſifppoſing our text true, with 


regard to another perſon's heart being deceit- 


— 


Jul and deſperately wicked, and not to | be per- 5 


| fectiy known by us. St. Pauls words are 


very expreſs to this purpoſe, as they are found 


written in I Cor. ii, 1 I, For what man knows 


eth the #Dings of 6 a man, ſave the ſpirit of a 


nan which is in bim. And if we will allow 


one part of Feremiah's prophecy to prove a- 


nother, we may find ſeveral paſſages very per- 


tinent to our preſent purpoſe ; the words re- 
late to the ſame ſett of men, to which we ſup- 


poſe our text has reference, they are found, 


chap. ix. ver. 4, 5, 8. Take ye heed every n 


of his neighbour, and truſt ye not in any brother: 


l for every brother will utterly ſupplant, and eve- | 
7 INE wilt "walk W7 — Sanders, And 
they 


_- 


Mg 


(n) 


ay will deceive every one his neighbour, and 


will not ſpeak the truth. They have taught 


| their tongue to Jpeak hes, and Weary themſelves 
to commit ini qu ty : their tongue is as an ar- 


f ore Hool out, zt ſpeaketh deceit : one Speaketh | 


| peaceably to his neighbour with his mauth, but 


in his heart he layeth wait for him. It is a 


plain caſe, that mankind may perform actions i 
good in themſelves, and ſuch as may appear 


to the obſervers, as the genuine product of 
upright minds, when at the ſame time, they 
derive their original from deceitful treacherous 
hearts. A man's outward behaviour may not 


only be unbYmeable, but very commendable 


; by us, while the principles and motives which 


are the ſprings of his action, may be utterly 
wrong and unjuſtifiable. Theſe are they who, 


in facred Diale& mate clean the outfide, while 
7 | ee thy: are Full of . 


We now proceed i in the third place to ſug- 


veſt ſuch conſiderations as may ſerve for a 
right pen of this ſubj ert. Accordin gy, 


* the firſt place we infer, _ if 2 Ban 


of another perſon, may be to us deceitful and 
3 deſperately wicked, and cannot be abſolutely 


known, 


{ay 


 evith the heart (St. Paul obſerves ) a man be- 
ieveth unto righteouſneſs ; but it is difficult to 
conceive how any one can believe with the © 
heart, unleſs 11. bas a knowledge of it. 
Theſe are ſome of the many reaſons, that 
might be aſſigned, to evince the propriety of 
not receiving our text as containing any ſuch 
doctrine as this, that no perſon can know his 
oven heart; whereas there is no manner of 
impropriety in ſiſppoſing our text true, with 
regard to another perſon's heart being deceit- 
Fill and deſperately wicked, and not to be per- 
fectly known by us. St. Paul's words are 
very expreſs to this purpoſe, as they are found _ 
written in 1 Cor. ii. 11. For what man knows 
eth the bung of a man, ſave the ſpirit of a 
man which is in him. And if we will allow 
one part of Jeremiabs prophecy to prove a- 
nother, we may find ſeveral paſſages very per- 
tinent to our preſent purpoſe ; the words re- 
late to the ſame ſett of men, to which we ſup-. 
poſe our text has reference, they are found, 
chap. ix. ver. 4, 5, 8. Take ye heed every one 
of his neighbour, and truſt ye not in any brother + © 
for every brother will utterly ſupplant, and eve- 
| 79 * will walk 407 with * And 
Ro — R they 


Ti 


0 they will decerve every one h1s-neighbour, and 
| 7 ] <oill not ſpeak the truth. They have taught 


their rongue to Speak lies, and weary themſelves 
t commit muy : their tongue is as an ar- 


; row ſbot out, it ſpeaketh deceit : one ſpealetb 


| Heaceably to his neighbour with his mauth, but 


in his heart he layeth wait for him. It is a 


plain caſe, that mankind may perform actions 
good in themſelves, and ſuch as may appear 


to the obſervers, as the genuine product of 


uypright minds, when at the ſame time, they 
derive their original from decertful treacherous 


hearts. A man's outward behaviour may not 


only be unblameable, but very commendable 
by us, while the principles and motives which 


are the ſprings of his action, may be utterly 
vv rong and unjuſtifiable, Theſe are they who, 


in facred Dialect make clean the outſide, whi le 
7 n ther are full of uncleannyſs. 


We now proceed in x the third place to ag: 


geſt ſuch conſiderations as may ſerve for a 
ri iht application of this ſubj ect. Accordin gly, 


1 In the firſt chew we :nfer, that if the Heart : 

2 of another perſon, may be to us deceitful and 
j Eeperately wicked, and cannot be abſolutely 
1 known, i 


0 127 
known, then it is an inſtance of vanity and ar- 
rogance in us, to pretend to an infallible cog- 
nizance of the ſame. It anſwers all the pur- 
poſes of good living with reſpect to us, if a 
ö neighbour exhibits the fruits of righteouſneſs: 
Tuch a character demands our moſt charitable, 
affectionate regards. As to the ſtate of the 
| mind, it becomes us to acquieſce i in this, that 
Zo his own celeſtial maſter, every one Rlandeth J 
vr falleth. That therefore we ought to judge f 
nothing of this ſort before the time, but commit 
the judgment entirely to him, before whoſe 
intuitive mind, the moſt ſecret receſſes of the 
Heart are manifeſt : even to him, by whoſe 
ampartial inqueſt, the heart and reins of every 


105 Individual are to be examined, and rewards or 


puniſhments diſpenſed, ee to their 1 in- 
: Fegrity, : 


4 we learn from this text, never to 
repoſe chat confidence in man, which is due to 
600 alone. The beſt of the human race, 
are liable to deception and vice, and ſo far as 

wie place any undue confidence in them, ſo 
far we are in danger of being miſled. Indeed 
l conſiderinę g our ſituation in the preſent ſtate, 
it 1s undeniably true, that we are neceſſitated | 
to 


( 13.) 


to truſt in our fellow men, for a very great 7 


part of our temporal felicity ; but our fruſt ſa- 
vours of impiety, when we imagine it to be in 
their power to confer a happineſs adequate to . 

our natures. While there be many that ſay, 
. «<oho will Sheww us any good ? while many are 
f miſtaken in their notions of true felicity, and 


many others rely upon improper objects for 


the conferment of it; let us, with a chriſtian 
fervour of mind, adopt that excellent language, 
'Þ Lord, J A thou up the light of thy countenance 

* uWpon US ? this ſhall put glaaneſs i 7% Our hearts, 
more than the time wherein their corn and their 
wine were increaſed. Man in his beſt eſtate 
is infirmand unſtable ; often unable, and oft- 


ner unwilling to ſupply the wants of the ne- 


ceſſitous. But in the LORD JEHoVAn 75 ever- 
5 laſting ſtrength, and his tender mercies are 

diſplayed to all his works. He is the confi- 

| dence of the ends of the earth, and cauſes none 
do be aſhamed, who rationally place their con- 
"WM fidence i in him, 


5 Moreover. We lawn from this ſubject ; 
dat if the hearts of other perſons are to us de- 

 ceitful, and de -ſperately wicked, and the exact 

underſtanding Vi their intent exceeds the li- 
mits 


— —— — 


( 14 ) 


mits of our knowledge, then it will follow, I 
that our hearts in their view, may be of the 4 


ſame character. Our minds may be deceitful 


and wicked to our neighbours, as well as 


their's be ſo to us. We can't therefore ſuita- 


bly improve the preſent ſubject, unleſs every 


one of us diligently examine the ſtate of our : 


own minds, and rectify the diſorders of the 

| ſame. This important buſineſs cannot be too 2 
ſoon begun, or too intenſely purſued. But a- 
laſs ! although there is nothing of greater im- _ 
portance, yet there is nothing more univerſal- 


ly neglected. There is no doubt, but that 
through the variety of our vitious indulgencies, "1 


the ſtate of our minds is very different; ſome 
of us are more inured to wickedneſs than 8 


thers, and we are all hereby more or leſs de- 


8 praved: but yet it is rationally preſumed, that 


none of us are ſo deſperately wicked, as to be 


beyond the poſlibility of reformation, through 
the influence of rational evangelical motives. 


All vice and irregularity 1 in mankind, take their 
riſe from the Heart; therefore our bleſſed ſa- 


viour obſerves, Matt. xv. 19. Out of the heart - 


1 Proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, for- 1 


nications, thefts, falſe witneſs, blaſphemies. | 
Theſe are the things wurd de Fee a man. The 


defires 
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( 5) 


3 deſires and inclinations of the human mind 
when conſented to by the will, and exerted 

© into action, become criminal, and conſequently 
ecxpoſe the tranſgreſſor to puniſhment ; While 
tranſient deſires after forbidden objects, in their 


firſt riſe and origin are not evil; for inclina- 


tion to vice, or deſires after anworthy, inglo- 
rious objects, are neceſſary ingredients in the 
conſtitution of beings placed in a ſtate of trial. 
Accordingly, the firſt human pair (who are 
generally ſuppoſed to be better as to their 
make and conſtitution than any of their nu- 


merous progeny, even they) were liable to 


tranſgreſs, and were actually inclined to forbic- 


dien objects, before their unhappy apoſtacy ; 


or elſe we can't conſiſtently ſolve that unfortu- 

nate occurrence of their liſtening ſo readily to 
the ſuggeſtions of the tempter. Were there 5 
nothing but what we commonly denominate 


pure rational deſires or inclinations in the hu- 


man mind, we ſhould perform right action 
through neceſſity, which is Beitr 3 virtuous or 
rewardable. Theſe things being premiſed, 
it may be proper for us to conſider, that al- 
| though we find upon examination, that our 
hearts are fully ſet in us to do wickedly, yet _ 
We are not to imagine, that the laws of reaſon 

N 


( 16 ) 


or chriſtianity oblige their votaries to ſuppreſc; | 


entirely, all propenſity to evil which they ex- 
perience in themſelves ; for this would be to 
require the deſtruction of an eſſential part of 
the human conſtitution. This i is our duty, 
ever to conſider the will as the commanding 


faculty of the ſoul, and that no deſire or incli- _ 
nation in men, will be imputed to them as 
criminal, unleſs vilified by the ſanction of their 


free conſent. The art of regulating, or rather 


retrieving our minds from that deceiſful and 


wicked ſtate we find them to be in, muſt con- 
ſiſt in this, v72. whatever ſentiments ariſe in 


our minds, either from the force of imagina- 
tion, or the preſentment of objects to our ſen- 


ſes, muſt be immediately examined, and either 


cheriſhed or rejected, as they are Duni to be 
4 conducive, either to good or evil. Upon this 
plan, let the very worſt of us ſeriouſly conſider 


whether, when we are accoſted with any 


temptation, we find therein ſuch a compulſive 
Power as offers violence to our wills, and cau- 
ſes us to hearken to it irreſiſtibly. Do we not 


rather find through the influence of evangeli- 
cal motives, that it is in our power to comply 
with, or reject the ſame ? If we reſiſt the 
temptation t to diſhonourable action, we act a 


proper. 
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proper part; whereas if we proceed to the 


q een of our deſires, we immediately 


commence actual ſinners. It is this courſe of 
n that vitiates, perverts, or depraves 


1 ; the mind, and fo cauſes us to fink. into the 


_ claſs of thoſe unhappy mortals, who are deſ= 
peerately wicked, According to that gradual | 


, proceſſion, recorded by St. James, chap. i. Vere. 
14, 15. Every man is tempted when he is drawn 


© away by bis own. lujts and enticed. Then, when 


| buſt has conceived, it bringetb forth ſin ; and ſin 
| when it is finiſhed, bringeth forth death. Eve- 


ry man is tempted, when he is drawn away by 


bis own buſes and enticed. This enticement 18 


requiſite, in order to make proof of the vir- 
tue and integrity of the probationer; excluſive 
of ſuch trial, the mind (which is the ſeat of 

felicity) cannot be good. The iniquity fol- 


los: then, when luſt has conceived, ; , bring= 


etb fortb ſin; i. e. when any defire after in- 
glorious objects is cheriſhed and retained,” 
When the disjointed parts, when the luſts in 
embrio are cordially conſented to, then fin, or 

2 tranſgreſſion of law enſues. And A 1 when 
; Bd rs finiſhed, bringeth forth death: i. e. ine- 


vitable puniſhment is the juſt deſert of it, and 


| | ning ſhort of the moſt bacere ne, : 


(18) 


and reformation can prevent it's being the cer- 


tain conſequence. When we find ourſelves 


| inclined to any thing which our own conſci- 
_ ences inform us is deſtructive of our happineſs, 


we ſhall do well to have immediate recourſe 


to any diverting or profitable reflections, which 


may have a tendency to ſubdue, in a good de- 
gree, all irregular ſallies of appetite and paſſion. 


Common experience confirms us in this ſen- 
timent, that whatever object we eſteem, and 


+>) 


8 * ve ache 9 
4 I ICE yh 
- 1 3 er 
„ 2 9) - eb? ng. SEE 3 
1 2 * I f PR. On oy”. IS. +) 
3 60S 4 = Nee * RSS AM RED * 
E 


principally deſire, the ſame has the chief room 
in our affections. The worldling, (for in⸗ 
ſtance, ) finds no difficulty i in keeping his mind 
ſtedfaſtly engaged on the moſt likely methods 
to enhance his earthly inheritance. The vo- 
luptuary, can with caſe, contemplate upon 


thoſe unwarrantable ſteps which are uſually 


| proſecuted to obtain ſenſual pleaſure and de- 


light. And the caſe would be much the 


fame, did mankind exerciſe the like zeal and 


attention with regard to religion: Did we 
ſuitably reflect on the unrivalled charms of 
pure and undefiled religion: Did we cheriſh 


In our minds, a juſt ſenſe of the neceflity of 
| acquiring the peculiar favour of the deity, by 
maintaining a good conſcience, and advancing | 
in 2 the pathsof e, we mightinſtantly | 

obſerve 
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2 * obſerve a happy reformation of the mind : 

P 4 where the 8 16, there a fo the heart 20 it 
„ 

* 


15 1 970 the whole. We obſerve, that al- 
cmough the heart of another perſon cannot 
be certainly and indiſputably known by us, yet 
that every one may obtain a competent know- 
3 | ledge with regard to himſelf. If therefore | 
5 f notwithſtanding this capacity for the diſcern- 
ment of our internal ſtate, we either deny that 

we have it, or unreaſonably refuſe to improve 
id it, we muſt be of all men the moſt miſerable. 


: Let not a deceived heart turn us aſide. Every 
O-  wilful negle& of power is peculiarly noticed 
ON 


buy that being with whom we have to do. He 
ly that planted the ear ſhall he not hear? He 
le- that formed the eye ſhall he not fee ? He that 
he yeacheth man knowledge ſhall he not know ? 
nd May the fincerity and integrity of the pſalmiſt 
we be ſuitably regarded by every one of us, as it is 
of expreſſed in Pſaln cxixix. verſes 23, and 24. 
iſh Search me O GOD and know my heart; try me 
of and know my thoughts, and ſee if there be any 
by wicked way in me, and lead me in the way evera 
ng laſting. q. d. I have diligently examin'd into 
tly | the ſtate of my own mind, and have en- 
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deavoured to uſe my em faculties to ad- 1 
vance me to the temper and deportment re- 
quired by the equitable rules of thy moral 3 


government: But leſt I may have been too 
a partial or remiſs, do thou, who haſt the hearts 
of all men in thine hands, ſearch me alſo, : 


and by the kind aſſiſtance of thy good ſpirit 4 
diſcover to my apprehenſion any thing that 
may yet be irregular; and conduct me in that 4 


cCourſe of obedience which may terminate in 
unending felicity. Let this excellent example 3 
be duly conſidered by us; and hereby may we 


be reminded of that communication which the 


ſupreme Being undoubtedly has with the hu- 
man mind ; and the abſolute neceſſity of our 
ſolliciting for the kind concurrence of heaven, 

In order to -our being reduced from irregular 4 


thoughts and practices, to the wiſdom of the 


Juſt. Although our carnal minds have been en- 


nit againſt God, not ſubject to his Jaws nor in- 
deed could be i. e. while we indulged our ap- 


petites and fleſhly luſts, we were in a ſitu- 4 


ation directly oppoſite to God and goodnefs, 0: 
we were enemies to him by wicked works; and 
- while we reſolutely perſiſted in ſuch irregu- | 
larities, we were far from being influerced-by | 


Got roles of righteouſneſs, ſobricty an ged. 
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| Linef 3, which are the reſult of dion .favour:; 


nor indeed could we be ſubje to thoſe 7 — 
ken directions, while we indulged ourſelves i in 
© thoſe habits which are the direct reverſe. Tho 
this may have been the caſe; <ohereas we have 
done iniquity may we'-do no more. Let. this 
| be our higheſt ambition; To walk in the Spirit, 


and abound in thoſe fruits of righteouſneſs,which. 


are requiſite 1 in order to conduct us to infinite 
ee Who among tranſgreſſing mortals 
will be fo arrogant as to imagine they can pro- 
YG oerly-kriow, and rectify their hearts without 


divine affiſtance? Who, exclufive of this, can 


underſtand his errors; be'cleanſed foi his ſecret 


Faults, or reſtrai my From 'preſumptuous fins. 


1 Let a becoming ſenſe of our inconſiderati- 
bn, incaution, and unavoidable imperfection in 
= the pteſent ſtate, \induce us to reſt in nothing 


ſhort of that gracious. energy of the divine 
Spirit, which is abſolutely neceſſary to a. proper 


ap- ſurvey of the ſtate of the mind, and our 
tu- right diſcharge of chriſtian duty. 5 
fe, ” aſcertained in the bock of GOD, that this di- 


We are 


vine operation ſucceeds our beſt improvement 


9 of our preſent advantages, and exactly harmo- 
nmizes with the rational exertions of the mind. 


The Spirit witnefſeth with our Spirit. Our 
eee 
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—_ juſt refle&ions ind reſolutions are ſtrengthned - 
aud aſſiſted hereby, and ſo are we gradually 7 
fl advanced to the temper and happineſs of rea- 

ſonable creatures. , we ſeek after this wiſe 

_ dom, and lift up our voices for this underſland- 
Ing, we ſhall in due time underſtand the fear 1 


” A the Lord, and Rn the no of God. 
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F 421 now may GOD of his infinite mercy _ 
grant, that the bleſſed Spirit may ſo help our in- 
 firmities as that in due time we may be able to 
fay, Whereas in time paſt we have walked af. 
ter the courſe of this world, fulfilling the deſi res. 
e the fleſh and the unregenerate mind, yet now | 
we are walking, with the wiſe, in the ways of 

truth and uprightneſs. Having cleanſed our 


: ſelves from all filthineſs of fleſh and Jp! rit de 
r . in the 1 4 GOD. 
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